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TIMETABLE

The key stage 2 tests are timetabled 
nationally to take place from Monday 11th

May- Thurdsay 14th May 2026.

Mon  Spelling (approximately 20 minutes)

Punctuation, Vocabulary and Grammar (45 minutes)

Tues   Reading 

Wed   Mathematics

Paper 1: Arithmetic (30 minutes)

Paper 2: Reasoning (40 minutes)

Thurs Paper 3: Reasoning (40 minutes)

All tests are externally marked. Writing will be teacher assessed

and may be externally moderated.



The English Tests

• Reading - 50 marks
The reading test consists of a single test paper with three unrelated 
reading texts of increasing difficulty. Children are given 60 minutes in 
total, which includes reading the texts and answering the questions.
Questions are designed to assess the comprehension and understanding 
of a child’s reading. 
During the reading paper, a child’s inference and deduction skills are 
thoroughly tested. 
Some questions are multiple choice or selected response; others require 
short  answers and some require an extended response or explanation.

• Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling Test – 50 marks (45 mins)
- Spelling test – 20 words (15-20 mins)

A Teacher Assessment  of writing ability will be made in June.



Reading

Some questions will test the children on their 
understanding of vocabulary.



Others will require the children to deduce answers 
by using words or phrases as evidence.



Some questions will ask the children to find literal 
answers from the texts.



Grammar and 

Punctuation
Changes to the Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling Test:
The grammar and punctuation test lasts for 45 minutes 
and requires short answer questions, including some 
multiple choice. Marks for these two tests are added 
together to give a total for grammar, punctuation and 
spelling.

• There is a greater focus on knowing and applying 
grammatical terminology with the full range of punctuation 
tested

• Technical terms in grammar will be tested.
• There will be one test paper for grammar, punctuation and 
vocabulary and one test paper for spelling. The design of 
the tests is unchanged.

• In the grammar test, two thirds of the marks will be for 
multiple choice questions. The remaining questions will 
require pupils to write a longer answer.





There are 20 spelling 
sentences.

The spelling words are 
tested within thecontext 
of a sentence.

As the sentences are 
read out by an adult to 
the children,they fill in 
the correct spellings.

Spelling



Mathematics 

Tests
The mathematics tests have undergone the biggest change in recent 
years. 
Children will sit three tests: paper 1, paper 2 and paper 3.

Paper 1 is for arithmetic lasting for 30 minutes, covering calculation 
methods for all operations, including use of fractions, percentages 
and decimals.
Questions gradually increase in difficulty. Not all children will be 
expected to access some of the more difficult questions later in the 
paper.

Papers 2 and 3 cover problem solving and reasoning, each lasting for 
40 minutes.
Pupils will still require calculation skills but will need to answer 
questions in context and decide what is required to find a solution.



Arithmetic Test (paper 1)

• There will be 36 questions in the arithmetic test and 
there will be 40 marks available most of which will be 
worth one mark. 

• The test will last 30 minutes. 

Mathematical Reasoning Papers (Papers 2/3)

• There will be two mathematical reasoning papers.

• Each paper will be of 40 minutes duration with a total 
of 35 marks per paper available.



Questions taken from Paper 1 - Arithmetic



Questions taken from Paper 2 - Reasoning



A question taken from Paper 3 - Reasoning



What can you do to help ?

• Help your child with their homework and hear them read 
every night out loud to an adult.

• Help them with their times tables so that they can recall the 
facts up to 12 x 12 rapidly (talking times tables)

• Ensure that they attend the Booster Sessions that will be 
offered after February half term.

• Use our online revision websites (next slide)
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Useful Websites 

SATs Bootcamp

https://www.yearsix.co.uk/sats-boot-camp/?login=1

Purplemash

https://www.purplemash.com/sch/newlandsjun

Play the grammar games, maths games, read books on serial mash and answer questions 
on serial mash comprehension quizzes. 

Times table speed tests.

TIMES TABLES

http://www.ttrockstars.com

Compete against the clock, against yourself and class mates to be the best times tables 
rocker in the class!

Spag.com

Additional practise of papers/ specific question types available for revision/ extra 
practise.

https://www.yearsix.co.uk/sats-boot-camp/?login=1
https://www.purplemash.com/sch/newlandsjun
http://www.ttrockstars.com/
http://www.ttrockstars.com/

