
Key Vocab The Victorians 
Decisive decisions  Crimea

A peninsula of Ukraine lying between the Sea of 
Azov and the Black Sea. It was the scene of the 
Crimean War in the 1850s. 

Manchester An industrial city and metropolitan district in 
north-western England.

Liverpool
A city and seaport in north-western England, 
situated at the east side of the mouth of the River 
Mersey.

Manchester 
Ship Canal

A waterway in north-western England, which links 
Manchester with the estuary of the River Mersey 
and the Irish Sea. Opened in 1894, it is 57 km (36 
miles) long.

Birmingham An industrial city in west central England.

Peak District 
(Cromford)

A hilly area in Derbyshire, at the southern end of 
the Pennines, rising to 636 m (2,088 ft) at Kinder 
Scout.

British Empire

When Queen Victoria came to the throne in 1837, 
Britain already governed Canada, large areas of 
India, Australia, and New Zealand, and small parts 
of South America and Africa. Together, these 
countries formed the British Empire.

Sticky Knowledge
• Victorian schools were known for their strict outlooks 

on behaviour.
• Victorian times saw the first industrial revolution.
• Industries moved away from rural areas into cities.
• During Victorian times Manchester and Birmingham 

became industrial areas.
• Liverpool became a bustling ports which was 

important for the transportation of goods from many 
countries to the developing industrial areas in Britain.

John Hanning 
Speke 

1827-1864 
Victorian explorer 

and the first 
European to 
reach Lake 

Victoria.

Mary Kingsley
1827-1864
Victorian 

explorer who 
demystified 

Africa.


