
 

 

 

 

 

The Egyptian Cinderella 

Long ago, in the land of Egypt, where the green Nile 

River widens to meet the blue sea, there lived a 

maiden called Rhodopis. When she was still a small 

child, Rhodipis had been stolen by pirates. She was 

snatched from her home in Greece, taken across the 

sea to Egypt, and there sold as a slave. 

Like the Egyptian servant girls, Rhodopis went to the 

water’s edge each day to wash clothes or to gather 

the reeds that grew along the riverbank. But Rhodopis 

looked different from the Egyptian girls. Their eyes 

were brown and hers were green. Their hair hung 

straight to their shoulders, while the breeze blew 

hers into tangles. Their skin glowed like copper, but 

her pale skin burned red beneath the sun. That was 

how she got her name, for Rhodopis meant “rosy-

cheeked” in Greek. 

“Rosy Rhodopis!” scoffed the servant girls, hissing her 

name between their teeth.  

Rhodopis pretended not to hear, but she blushed 

rosier than ever. 

Text marking 

Can you underline the following; 

 Adjectives  

 Verbs 

 Nouns 

 

1. Where was Rhodopis taken to? 

 

 

2. Give one reason why Rhodopis looked 

different from the Egyptian girls? 

 

 

 

3. Why did Rhodopis blush rosier than ever? 


