
YEAR 3 ‘A Night on 

Bare Mountain’ 

Key Vocabulary Definition

Pitch how low or high a note sounds

Timbre quality of sound, what makes instruments sound different to each other

Dynamics Volume of music.- crescendo getting louder, diminuendo getting quieter 

Tempo speed of the music

Other significant Romantic Composers:
Pyotr llyich Tchaikovsky 
Ludwig Van Beethoven

Giacomo Puccini
Giuseppe Verdi

SIGNIFICANT
COMPOSER

Modest Mussorgsky was a 
very influential composer. 
He was part of a group of 
Russian composers called 
'The Five' who all tried to 
write music that sounded 

Russian by using traditional 
stories and folk tunes as their 

starting point.

Key Knowledge and Understanding  

Modest Mussorgsky was a Russian 
composer in the 19th Century. 

He composed in a time called the 
Romantic period. The Romantic period 

focused on emotions, feelings and moods 

Ostinato is a continually repeated musical 
phrase or rhythm

Structure is the order in which different 
parts of the music/song are played or sung

Dynamics are how quiet or loud a piece of 
music is played or sung 

The piece of music is based on an old 
Russian folk tale about the night of 
St John’s Eve when all the witches join 
together to party and cast spells until 
sunrise! 


