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Developing Cultural Capital through Science

“It is the essential knowledge that pupils need to be educated citizens, introducing them to the best that has been thought and said and helping to engender an appreciation of human creativity and achievement.
It follows that, as teachers, we need to ensure that along with teaching the content of the curriculum, we are enabling children to function as well-informed individuals well after they leave school. It is a huge job, but without the guidance of their teachers, some young people have very little cultural and social input from elsewhere.  They could, therefore, miss opportunities that other young people are able to access, which could lead them to make decisions that are less informed than they could be.
Now more than ever, the job of the classroom teacher is of such high importance with regard to filling the gaps that students have. To this end at Newlands Junior School we have planned a curriculum to provide our pupils with an ambitious range of knowledge and opportunities which will open doors and give them confidence in wider society.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Opportunities to develop cultural capital through Science teaching involves: 

· Expose children to a wide range of topics, experiences and books broadening children’s understanding of the world which surrounds them. Children are provided with non-fiction texts, media and teaching which are highly rich in scientific vocabulary. At Newlands we believe the key to cultural capital is curiosity - the urge, impulse, and desire to learn. Cultural capital is absolutely everywhere in our world, in our own house, our street, our town/city, across the nation, across the globe. We aim to provide opportunities to “find out more” making sense of what they see and developing curiosity about the universe.

· Develop an understanding of the world by exposing children to experiences through school visits and visitors which focus on a National Curriculum unit or objective, as well as stimulating natural curiosity. This provides the young person with broad experiences, which they may have not otherwise had access to. By doing this, we ensure children become more familiar with a range of people who work within Science-related roles, aiming to inspire and provide children with the skills to work within scientific roles as adults. 

· Science after-school club allows children further opportunities to develop a positive attitude to enquiry-based learning. Children are encouraged to make mistakes and learn from these, developing not only resilience, but confidence. They explore their natural curiosity with simple, yet highly scientific, experiments. 

· Science Week gives children the opportunity to learn about how Science is an important aspect of their lives. Whilst doing this, we encourage parents/carers to come into school and get them actively involved in their child’s Science learning. Furthermore, we hope parents/carers will then continue to support Science learning by visiting places discussed during topics or seeking the school website for additional activities. As well as providing opportunities and experiences that our parents can’t necessarily pass on to their children we are sharing our aims with parents in the hope they will continue to support children’s learning and thus broaden experiences and opportunities.

· Through the planning for famous people, places and events, children have their Science learning broadened by exploring key scientists throughout their years at Newlands. Children will become exposed to inventors, archaeologists and other scientists who are significant within their field. We enhance their understanding of Science by relating National Curriculum units to the real world. We support children to develop self-belief in what they can achieve, now and in the future.
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