WHAT IS EVOLUTION?

EVOLUTION is the process of a

species changing over time. A

species is a group of individuals all

sharing similar features. Evolution

could take thousands of years. ﬁ
Individuals within a population are

different from each other. These

differences are passed on from parents to offspring (children). Some
individuals are more successful at surviving and reproducing then others. The
successful individuals survive because of the traits that they have inherited.
They pass on these traits (for example colour, height, strength) to their
offspring. This is called NATURAL SELECTION.

Viruses can also evolve very quickly, just as Covid is at the moment. A single
bacteria can produce 280 trillion cells each day. This is why scientists struggle
to find a vaccine for things like the common cold and flu.

1. What is evolution?

2. What is a species?

3. How long does evolution take?

4. Give me 3 examples of traits that are passed on.

5. What can you tell me about viruses?

6. Why do scientists struggle to find a vaccine?



ANSWERS
1. The process of a species changing over time.
2. A group of individuals who share similar features.

It could take thousands of years.
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colour, height, strength
5. They evolve very quickly. Covid is a virus.

6. because bacteria evolve so quickly, a single bacteria can produce 280 trillion
cells each day.



